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Conspiracy theories are a mainstay in the information economy. They are
parallel discourses that draw from factual events but modify them just
enough to offer answers to deep-seethed preoccupations of many people.
During the 2020 Covid-19 pandemics, several conspiracy theories about the
origin of the SARS-COV-2 virus, about the effects of the virus on people, and
about potency of Covid-19 have emanated from China, the West, and in some
case communities and subgroups in the United States, such as Blacks. These
conspiracies have impaired the authorities’ responses against the pandemic
with the public and the media while polarizing and politicizing Covid-19. This
poster presents data based on class lectures.
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I'm a social worker in the African American community, and my clients tell

me constantly that "We ain't afraid of any Rona. Don't you know a lie when

you hear one.” &
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b, ¢ We joke about “the Rona” as survival praxis but our community is already
"7 experiencing our healthcare reality in acute ways in the pandemic. "Ninety

percent of the people who died were African-American, he said."via
@NYTimes #coronavirus #COVID19

Days After a Funeral in a Georgia Town, Coronavirus ‘Hit Like a Bomb’

A mourner came to Albany, Ga, to attend the funeral of a retired janitor.
After a pause while the infections incubated, the virus swept through the...
& nytimes.com

CONSPIRACY THEORIES ARE A FORM OF DISINFORMATION

One challenge of researching and covering conspiracy theories is that they
often border concerns related to surveillance. When one studies surveillance,
one has to be careful not to fall or step into conspiracies. Conspiracy theo-
ries start from the same base material as surveillance but diverge subtly.
Traditional surveillance studies (Andrejevic, 2007; Lyon, 2008) emerge from
critical approaches and a literature informed by authors such as Foucault
(1975). Conspiracy theories exist in a continuum next to satire, news parody,
fabricated news, digital manipulations, propaganda, advertising, and public
relations (Tandoc Jr., Lim, & Ling, 2018).

The ideological underpinning of conspiracy theories and their advocates
often sprung from both Marxists and libertarian approaches. One way to
differentiate conspiracy theories from legitimate inquiries into surveillance
is the propensity of the former immediately jump to extreme cases of state
control and the worse scenarios. There are often very little nuances nor any
other causes considered for questions raised by conspiracy theorists.

In the words of Ulrich Beck’s risk society (1992), conspiracy theories focus on
man-made threats that people have about postmodern societies. For Beck,
the risk society is one way of understanding the post-modern world we live in
where people worry about various societal man-made risks like the environ-
ment, economic mayhem, epidemics, overpopulation, and so on (1992).

According to Beck (1992) the pervasive discussion of risks in the media and
the public sphere creates fear and uncertainties in people. Thus, non-experts
often voice their concerns and share their own spin on things regardless of
warnings and “official discourses” from authority figures such as the media,
scientists, law enforcement professionals, and politicians (Bubendorff, Rizza,
& Prieur, 2019). In doing so, conspiracy theorists can frame (Goffman, 1974)
news events and fake news before experts, authorities, and the media have
verified available stories (Bubendorff, Rizza, & Prieur, 2019). Social media is
also an easy way to spread fake news that can then become conspiracies.
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— Ijust wanna know who came up with that dumb ass lie that black people
can't get corona virus.
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#freekeithdavisjr @race_jones - 2h ~
heres my problem with conspiracy theories: folks were tossing around that
article that said "Black people are immune to the coronavirus” = and

people really believed it (shocker) just for us to watch Black folks from all
sacioeconomic backgrounds become infected with COVID-19.
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I've seen and read about several Black people getting sick from #COVID—19
and dying. My aunt and uncle in Queens NY have the virus. Thankfully they
are recovering. I think it's irresponsible to say Black people are less likely to
get it. #coronavirus
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Doctors have warned that Black Americans may be less likely to get
COVID-19 tests. As we come together as one America to beat this virus,
it's important that we work even harder to break down the artificial
barriers of race that divide us. buzzfeednews.com/article/nidhip...
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PANDEMIC-RELATED CONSPIRACY THEORIES
Blacks Don’t Get Covid

This is not a conspiracy theory in the sense that one group was targeted and
hurt. It was nonetheless a fake claim that could have done much harm before
it was properly dismissed and criticized in Black-led media and community
leaders.

5G deployment is correlated with SARS-COV-2 infections

This theory was widespread and related with political events in Western pol-
ities where criticism of 5G technologies and of Chinese provide Huawei were
intertwined. This conspiracy continues on social media even though it has
been debunked many times.
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Cest le compteur £Linky le responsable

They Spread the Virus

A conspiracy theory linking the

spread of the coronavirus to 5G
wireless technology has spurred
more than 100 incidents this

month, British officials said.
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Contact tracing apps use are encouraged by governments to
control and monitor the population

This conspiracy theory was intertwined with genuine questions about the
privacy and confidentiality of data obtained through contact tracing apps.
This conspiracy theory flourished thanks to the confusing global messaging
on mitigating measures to contain the pandemic and the constant sabotage
of prolific persons such as President Donald Trump.
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The COVID-19 Technological CONTROL GRID Is Here As They're Now Using

DRONES & PHONES To Track You!l!

VIDEO = youtube.com/watch?v=1sAyg-...
#CoronaVirusUpdate @PressForTruth
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